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The Buriedl Bartdbaha, of the 2nd June, in an article on “ Con- Bunzraa 
ferring titles of honor on deserving persons,” observes, that it behoves Govern- — sane na, 1676. 
ment to consider beforehand whether the honor conferred would suit the 
recipient, or whether his position would allow him to enjoy it with becoming 
dignity. This remark has been called for by the fact, that Government 
has of late become extremely lavish in the bestowal of titles, without 
discrimination in its choice. The writer has nothing to say against Rani 
Swarnamayi, of Cossimbazar, being invested with the title of Maharani; for 
in her case the honor was fully deserved. It is not so, however, with all 
others. -Again, the merits of persons deserving of suitable recognition have 
been, in many cases, but little appreciated. Sharat Sundari Debi of Puntié, 
a respectable and pious Brahmin lady, who, from her honorable connections, 
as well as from her extensive charity, has been all along known as Ranf Sharat 
Sundari, has recently had the title of Rani authoritatively conferred on her. 
This is no new honor to her. The title of Mah4rd4ni would have been more 
suitable. Again, Khajeh Assanullah, of Dacca, has been invested with the title “ 
of Khan Bahadur; one he has already enjoyed fora long time past, and 
which is frequently conferred on faithful and competent Mahomedan 
Inspectors of Police. 


2. The Suhrid, of the 8th June, writes the following, in an editorial, Sonar, 
headed the “ Rebellious tenantry” :—The persistent refusal of the majority ‘’™%?* 
of the tenantry of the present day punctually to pay what is due to the 
zemindars puts the latter to extreme inconvenience. Hard as their position 
is, in respect to the revenue and sale laws, the present Rent-Bill does not 
in the least help them out of the difficulty. It will rather, if passed into law, 
enable the ryot to defy his landlord, and resist even his just demands. Under 
these circumstances, we fully approve of the sentiments expressed in the recent 
memorial of the zemindars of Dacca to Government, pointing out the defects in 
the present Rent-Bill, and exhorting it to find out some feasible method by 
which they may be enabled to realize the arrears of rent due from their tenantry. - 

_ The proposition made by the memorialists, as to the propriety of empowering 
h them to effect the sale of permanent holdings, should thé owners fail to pay 
the rent when it falls due, should, in our opinion, be carried out with proper 
restrictions. 

8. <A correspondent of the Hducation Gazette, of the 11th June, writing kovcarion Gasmers. 
from Babunpore, in the district of Bogra, requests Government to cause the Jame Mth, 1876. — 
excavation of the Kurutoy4, which has silted up in many places. 


4 The Bhdrat Sangskdrak, of the 11th June, makes the following Bpanat 
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observations, in an article on the text-books appointed for the vernacular jane 11th, i876. 
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scholarship examination: While a beautiful regularity and method are 
found to characterize the English scholarship examinations, which are under 
the control of the University, those for vernacular scholarships have ever 
remained subject to the freaks of caprice. These belong to the despotic 
dominion of the Educational Authorities, The time of examinations is not 
fixed, nor are subjects of examination duly notified beforehand. Moreover, it 
is not always possible for the public to understand the principles on which 
the selection of text-books is made. Heaps of books are prescribed for 
of not above 10 or 12 years of age, while no care is taken to see whether 
the books are good or bad, or are suited to the capacities of the pupils. The 
atronage of the Inspector, or of some influential relative in the Education 
epartment, is sufficient to procure the introduction of any book into the 
schools. By such distribution of favours and patronage the boys are greatly 
embarrassed. Their tender minds are sometimes severely taxed by a forced 
study of subjects, which should properly find a place in the B. A. examina- 
tion alone. Thisonly ends in producing, in the majority of the lads, disease 
and debility. Again, on the other hand, no attention is paid even to subjects 
which should be primarily taught. What more strange, than that, in a 
Bengali examination, Bengali literature has no place? It was, of course, 
not to be wondered at, that, during Sir George Campbell’s administration, 
when irregularity was the order of the day, a want of regularity should have 
marked the Education Department. The present Government, however, has 
held out hopes of making up for these shortcomings, and the reformation 
of numerous defects of his predecessor, in this department, by Sir Richard 
Temple, led us to hope that those, in reference to the vernacular scholarship 
examination, also would be removed. But our hopes have been sadly 
frustrated by his recent minute on the subject. Text-books, compiled in 
English, by Messrs. Lethbridge and Clarke, on the history and ge y 
of Bengal, and their translations into Bengali, have been prescribed for the 
scholarship examination, for no other reason than that the authors were the 


chief members of the committee appointed for selecting text-books for the 
native students. : 


English books, compiled by Englishmen, have been already in use; 
but if the latter are henceforth resolved to publish vernacular works also, and 
get them introduced into the schools, native authors will doubtless be ruined. 
English weavers have already ruined natives of the same trade; and the 
fate of native authors will also be the same, if vernacular books be com- 
piled by Englishmen. The English weavers, however, cannot be so much 
blamed; for they prepare better stuff than their native brethren, at a lower 
cost. But the quality of translations from English authors is not unknown ; 
and, if itis now sought, by orders of Government, to prescribe these for 
examinations, the progress that Bengali literature has made during the 
last 50 years will be uselessly thrown away; and by banishing Vidydsdégar 
and other good writers, the Sdhebi- Bengali will be re-established. Even 
admitting that the translations will be made by natives, it is not difficult to 


see what correctness the translations will possess, when it is a fact that an . 


will be judged by Englishmen, and carefully compared with the origi 


How many good English books have been translated for the Family Library | 


but who ever reads them with pleasure ? 


True, the works of Vidyésdégar and other native authors, are also 


translations ; but then they are so free as to be almost faultless. A heavy blow 
will be struck on the cause of Bengali literature by introducing a.system of 
monopoly in the authorship of vernacular works, And when it is considered 


\ 


we 
that-this monopoly will be enjoyed by Englishmen, and that they themselves 


are the persons. to prescribe the text-books, it is to be feared that self- 
interest will lead to = partiality and injustice. We hope that Sir 
Richard Temple will endeavour to be just, without showing any favouritism 
or respect of persons, and determine on the use of only such books as, in a 
competitive examination, prove the best. We would further observe that 


there seems little need of His Honor’s attending to details, such as the | 
introduction of a particular book. Let him only lay down the principles, and — 


leave it to the educational officers to work out the details. To grant undue 
patronage or favour to one, and discourage others, is not among the virtues 
of asovereign. The native papers in a body are remonstrating against this 
-eourse ;and we hope that His Honor, by pursuing a liberal policy, will win 
popular esteem. The mode of allotting marks to examinees is also objection- 
able. While 150 marks have been assigned to history and geography, to 
literature only 100 have been allotted. On what principle of reasoning has 
this been done? | 


5. Thesame paper writes the following, in a long article, on the Expenses 
attending the Prince of Wales’ visit :—Though the news of the Prince’s visit to 
India cannot but be gratifying, one uneasy thought mars the joyous anticipa- 
tion: and that is, about the party who is to pay the expenses of the visit. It 
appears, from a consideration of the course hitherto pursued by the authorities 
in England, that the expenses, in connection with matters, which have the 
slightest reference to India, are always charged on the latter country. How- 
ever greatly England may also be benefited by them, and how great soever may 
be the loss thereby to India, the latter is held liable for the expenses; and not 
only so, but also any expenditure which England may deem it necessary to 
incur in Asia, or any kingdom in the East, is invariably thrown on this 
country. The Sultan of Turkey seeks the hospitality of England; 


India has to pay the cost, for Turkey and India are both situated in Asia. 


England engages in a war with Abyssinia, and India has to bear the 
expenses ; for both Abyssinia and India are to the east of England. 
But though the more judicious of Englishmen themselves have condemned 
this arrangement, still there is no doubt as to the sole liability of India to 
y the expenses of occurrences that have some connection with her. 
ence it behoves her to remain fully prepared to meet the expenses of the 
Prince’s visit, when called on todo so. But the question is, what will 
be the amount of this expenditure? Will India be able to meet it? Nobody, 
of course, in order to save expense, would wish to see the visit entirely 
divested of all grandeur; but the extravagant estimates that are being given 
by some, could hardly be warranted by the present state of the Indian 
exchequer. In our opinion, there is no need of extravagant expenditure, 
either ‘on the part of the State or private individuals; but let the heir- 
apparent be received with the pomp and display suitable to our feelings of 
loyalty. Above all, let no false hopes, as during the visit of the Duke of 
Edinburgh, be raised in the minds of the people, only to be frustrated. . 


6. The Hindu Hitoishini, of the 12th June, thus writes, in the course 
of an article headed, “ Impartiality is a sovereign virtue ;”-—Our present 
rulers are often found branding the past kings of India as foolish, partial, 
and oppressive ; and in their history, the faults only of the latter have been 
dwelt upon, to the suppression of their virtues. It is therefore but just, that 
those wno are 80 hard on the failing of partiality in others, should themselves 


show the best examples of justice and impartiality. But we regret to observe 
that this latter quality is extremely rate among them. Graver occasions 
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apart, a shameful partiality is observable even in trifling matters. There 
is no redress against the fearful oppressions’ of even a common BPnglishman. 
If a native is murdered by him, no higher fine than ten or fifteen rupees 


is imposed. Crimes, for-which natives are severely punished, are ores, 
if committed by Englishmen. , Chew ler, 


¢ 


Hinpv Hrrorsurmr, 7. The same paper remarks, in another article, that the public have 
June 12th, 1875. heen greatly mortified at the conduct of Lord Northbrook in the Baroda 
business. This has left the one blot on his otherwise beneficent and wise 


public career. With the exception of mean flatterers, no one would defend 
him in his treatment of Mulharao. | : | 


Sciiansiin 8. Adverting to a recent article in the Zimes, on the Civil Service 
June 18th, 1875. }xaminations, in which the incompetency of natives for the service is argued 
from their supposed moral shortcomings, the Sddharani, of the 13th June, 

observes that the allegations of the Z2mes are totally unfounded ; for good as 

well as bad men are found equally in every nation; and no one is entirely 

faultless while another js wholly bad. The writer should have called to 

mind the character of the present native civilians and the native judges of 

the High Court. Are they not doing their duties satisfactorily and conscien- 

tiously? The case of Surendro Nath was an exceptional one; and opinions 

differ as to his guilt or innocence; many holding him entirely innocent: 


The faults, for which he was disgraced, are committed with impunity by many 
European civilians. f 


pacea Puxass, - 9 The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 13th June, remarks that, owing to the 
ill advice of interested persons, the Queen’s gracious proclamation, on her 
assuming the direct government of this country, has been almost nullified, 


June 18th, 1875. 


as regards the admission of natives of India to the Civil Service: A new 
rule has been recently made, by which the prescribed age of European candi- 
dates for the service has been raised to 25 years, to the exclusion of natives. 
What could be more unjust? Everybody may now comprehend the 
assertion so often made about the appointment of natives of India to the 
Covenanted Civil Service without the necessity of going to England. Three 
‘successive Viceroys have come and gone; but not a single appoimtment of 
this kind has yet been made. It behoves the authorities to be plain in their 


dealings with natives; and not raise expectations in their minds by promises, 
which are perhaps never meant to be realized. 


Dacca Puaxass- © 10. The same paper says that, the conduct of Lord Northbrook in 
reference to the trial and deposition of Mulharao, has given great dissatis- 
faction to the public ; and, with the exception of a few flatterers, none haye 
been found, even among the English journals, to defend his policy in con- 


nection with Baroda. His fame, heightened by his beneficent famine policy, 
has considerably suffered in this matter. 


Howsax Hrrarazt, ll. The Howrah Miakart, of the 13th June, is gratified to find that the 
June 18th, 1875. necessity of establishing a number of “technical” schools in Bengal has at 
last been recognized by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. Such a 

measure will do incalculable good to the country, with a steadily increasing 

population and the means of attaining livelihood becoming increasingly diffi- 

cult. The editor requests Government, in reference to. the normal schools 

about to be established for training teachers for the children. of Eurasians 

and the poor Whites, that instead of putting the State. to any considerable - 


expense for this purpose, Government might with advantage employ 
educated natives, os ee : 


. o") 


«218. The Som Prakash, of the 14th June, observes, in reference to the 
frequent miscarriage of justice wherever summary procedure is introduced, 
that the country will greatly suffer if the sate is adopted in the Rent-Bill. 
“| 38, The same paper directs the attention of ‘Government to the miséry 
likely ‘to be experienced by the lower orders of the people of Bengal from the 
Gépressed state of the jute industry. It is to be feared that a considerable 
ber of working men will be thrown out of employment. 


> 


«4s The game: paper thus writes, towards the conclusion of an article 


irst administrative measures, we had supposed Lord. Northbrook to be a 
then statesman ; but it is now seen that his statesmanship is not versatile. 
The errors that have been, and are constantly made respecting Cabul, Baroda, 
atid Barma, olearly show that he is not an able politician; and that his views 
aré not sufficiently liberal in respect to foreign princes. His conduct seems 
) proceed from a pride which is not uncommon among low Englishmen. 
The native princes are powerless before the British Government; and he alone 
deserves praise who is liberal in his dealings with the weak. 
..¢. 15, . The same paper, in another article, says, in reference to the want 
of. public philaathropy that characterizes the natives, whether in municipal 
ons, or in District Education Committees, that the people should be 
radually trained to the art of self-government ; and the best way of doing this 
is the establishment of public associations and the agency of the newspaper 
press. Both are now, however, miserably powerless. 
- 16... The same paper notes, with regret, that by an injudicious act of the 
eo disappointment has been caused to native authors. To the 
exclusion of truly meritorious works, suited to the capacity of native youth, 
teat-books, compiled by Mr. Lethbridge, have found their way even into the 


 vetnacular scholarship examinations. 


"17. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Radhdnagar, in 
Burdwan, objects to the appointment of the Hon’ble Baboo Kristo Das Pal 
to the Bengal Legislative Council, on the ground that he is a warm advocate 
of the semindari interests, and that the ryots are not at all represented in the 
Council. Government should appoint some experienced native judicial officer 
from the mofussil to this post. 


18. The Sahachar, of the 14th June, complains that, in opposition to 
all established laws and procedure, and to all sense of justice, the British 
Government bas punished certain offenders in Baroda, without any form of 
trial. This has been gross injustice, and has produced great dissatisfaction 
in the minds of the people. 


19. The same paper objects, at great length, to the introduction of 


translations of text-books, compiled by Messrs. Lethbridge and Clarke, into — 


the vernacular scholarship examinations, to the exclusion of really able works 
written by deserving natives. The books, prepared by the former gentlemen 
are full of errors, and the translations are as wretched as possible. Appa- 
rently Sir Richard Temple has been led by the advice of interested men to 


ibe these in his minute. Injustice has been done to the native authors: 


prescri | 
in this way. It is hoped that Sir Richard Temple will reconsider the subjett, 
20. An anonymous correspondent writes, under date the 18th of May, 


to the Urdu Guide, relative to the state of zillah Behar, that though 


there have. been frequent storms, there is very little rain. Cholera is raging 
in several places on account of the oppressive heat; and the price of food is 


‘A Burmese war apprehended” :—From our experience of some of his _- 


Som Pragacs, 
June 14th, 1876. 


Som Praxasa. 


Som Paaxkase. 


Som }PRaKasg. 


Som Paaxasx. 


Sow Paakasx. 


SamacHar, 
Jane 1&h, 1876. 


SamaCuaB. 


Unnu Guzen, 
June 13th, 1876. 
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increasing. In addition to this, the people are distressed by the 
me : I ‘ ) 


of the road cess; a more stringent and oppressive tax has never: my eed 

imposed by the English Government. From the highest to the lowes 
are crying out against it. If not paid within three months, a fine of 50 Re: 
is inflicted. The contrast, between ,the benevolence of Government..during - 
the late famine, and the present severe measures adopted by it in the impasi« 
tion and levying of the road cess, is very great indeed. There are hundrec 


: : 
ie? 
_” 


of petty landholders in Behér, who are put to great straits on account of thie = is 
tax; for, if unable to pay the fine, their small estates are put up and sold by =i (its 
auction, and for any deficiency they are incarcerated. Again, thé methdd - st 
adopted in serving the processes and notices under this Act is greatly af ; 
fault. For instance, a peon has one or two hundred such notices to serye;im 
order to save trouble, instead of posting them up on the zemindar’s cutcherg is, 
or house-door, or making them over to one of his amiahs, he pou@ it ¥ 
‘ up in some convenient spot, other than the proper one; and makes @ 


report to the effect that the instructions have been duly carried out; aftee == 
which, in the event of non-payment, dire consequences to the estate follow... =| 


From this it appears that Government, by the introduction of this- Act, 
which consists mostly of the imposition of fines, desires, as if were, to resume | 


the estates leased in perpetuity. Further, with the income derived from 
the road cess, it is proposed to keep the district roads and bridgesin order, j8=§ 
for the convenience of the ryots and travellers. This, however, is‘not‘thé ~ | 

case ; they are kept for the use of a few Europeans, Bengalis, and other offictals. 
If apoor man attempts to walk on the road, he is seized by the peon, and 


abused or taken to the .cutchery; so that, to avoid all this, the-ryots.are i 
obliged to use the bye-paths on either side. The writer directs the attention. | 


of Government especially to the roads lying between H4jipur, Mozufferpare, 
Durbhungé, Motihdéri, and Chuprah ; where, during the eight months of :the 
cold and hot seasons, much oppression is practised by the ¢eccadarg and peons. 
Among the officers alluded to, he does not include the Muhammadan Deputy 
Collectors of Mozufferpore and Patna. In conclusion, he trusts that strict 
orders will be passed to those in charge of the road, to treat all passengers 
alike, without distinction, whether they be Europeans, officials, or ryots. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, JOHN ROBINSON, 
The 19th June 1878. | | Government Bengali Translator. ae 
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pags receioed and examined for the Week ending the ~ 
| 19¢h Juke 1875. 
GriibGrté Prakéshiké” ... : 
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Persian. 


Uchit Bake” 


“* Education Gazette’ 


ya. 
“ Banga Vid vow wart 


“Urdu Galle” (in Urdu) ... 
“ Behér Bandhu”’ (is Hindi) 


14th ditto. 
15th ditto. 
18th ditto. 
1lth to 15th June. 
12th to 17th ditto. 


15th June. 
llth and 18th June. 


12th June. 
15th ditto. 
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